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Nikola Tesla (1856-1943), credited as the inspiration for radio, robots, and even radar, has been

called the patron saint of modern electricity. Based on original material and previously unavailable

documents, this acclaimed book is the definitive biography of the man considered by many to be the

founding father of modern electrical technology. Among Tesla's creations were the channeling of

alternating current, fluorescent and neon lighting, wireless telegraphy, and the giant turbines that

harnessed the power of Niagara Falls.
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Seifer expresses that the key reason he wrote Wizard was to try and answer many of the questions

left unanswered by the other authors. In particular he focuses in on why Tesla's name dropped into

obscurity, whether or not he really received signals from Mars, how his magnifying transmitter really

worked, what exactly happened to cause his failure with JP Morgan,what happened to his top secret

papers and also the book explains exactly how his particle beam weapon have really worked.One of

the book's strengths is that it is set up completelychronologically. Thus you can cue into any year

and oftentimes particular months of Tesla's life. Every chapter also begins with a neat quote. I

turned to the back and counted over 1400 endnotes including 400 personal letters. This is the real

deal, much of it in Tesla's actual words.One of the neatest sections was a discussion of of how

Tesla'searly lectures in the 1890's pre-dated Rutherford, Bohr and Einstein in theories on the

structure of the atom and on what came to be called Quantum physics. Jumping ahead 20 years,



Seifer reveals that during WWI, Franklin Roosevelt, as Secretary of the Navy, used Tesla's priority

patents in wireless to combat Marconi's contention that the Navy was stealing

Marconi'sinvention.Seifer goes on to show that Tesla was selling wireless technology to the

Germans during WWI and that this apparatus was used to coordinate submarine movements at that

time. Later, during WWII, Tesla also apparently worked with the US war department to give them

the invention of the particle beamweapon.
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